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ACR
COVID-19 Vaccine Clinical Guidance

• COVID-19 Vaccine Clinical Guidance Task Force was formed in Fall 2020
• Charge: Evaluate available data and provide guidance to address needs of 

patients with RMD
• Experts in Rheumatology, infectious disease and epidemiology
• ACR board of directors approved the document
• Full Manuscript under peer review in Arthritis & Rheumatology
• The guidance will be updated as additional data available











VAccinations against COVid-19 
(VAXICOV)

67% of patients with Rheumatic diseases 
were willing to get vaccinated

Patients’ concern:

• The rapid rate of development and 
approval of the vaccines

• Low knowledge of vaccines and 
associated technologies

• Concern of disease flares and reactions 
or side effects.



VAXICOV Study
The willingness of patients with to get the vaccines was highly 
depended on recommendations from their rheumatologist.

356 [69%] of 515 patients who were uncertain about vaccination and 
36 (31%) of 118 patients who would be unwilling to get vaccinated 
would change their minds following physicians advice.



Summary
• COVID-19 vaccination is highly recommended 
• Vaccinations should preferably be given as soon as possible
• Decisions about individual patients should be made as part of shared 

decision-making based on their underlying health condition, disease 
activity level,  treatments, risk of exposure 

• Encourage continue following all public health guidelines 
• Emphasize the crucial and timely role of rheumatologists in vaccination 

uptake.
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