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Lassa Fever Virus

• Arenavirus
• Infect rodents
• Other arenaviridae – LCMV (lymphocytic choriomeningitis virus), Junin 

(Argentine), Machupo (Bolivian), Guanarito (Venezuelan) and Sabia (Brazilian)
• Single-stranded RNA viruses



Epidemiology



Animal Reservoir

Mastomys natalensis
Multimammate 
rat/mouse





Clinical Signs and 
Symptoms



Implications of Lassa Fever for Infection 
Control and Prevention
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Mortality and Healthcare Precautions

• Isolation Precautions
• Current CDC guidance suggests using 

"VHF Isolation Precautions", i.e. Ebola 
precautions

• Barrier nursing
• Gloves, gown, face mask, eye 

protection, sterilization of 
equipment going into patient 
room



Identify, Isolate, Inform
• Identify

• Fever and compatible syndrome in person recently returned from West Africa
• Isolate

• If suspect patient (PUI) in a pubic area, move them to a private room and 
close the door. Post signage indicating high-level isolation. Do not move 
patient through the hospital unless absolutely necessary. Employ VHF 
precautions.

• Inform
• Notify local experts and administration. Begin process of arranging transfer to 

local Assessment or Treatment Center
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