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COVID-19 and Cancer: It’s a bad combination…
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General treatment considerations for patients with cancer 
during the pandemic: “Therapeutic Triage”

• Potentially curative vs palliative therapy

• Essential time sensitive vs deferrable therapy

• Type of malignancy

• On active therapy vs follow-up or surveillance

• Neutropenia, lymphopenia

• Home situation, exposure potential



Patients with cancer should be vaccinated, but timing is 
everything…

• General cancer population—NCCN guidelines
• Vaccinate between cycles if on active therapy
• Wait for neutrophil recovery for pts receiving aggressive regimens
• Separate major surgery and vaccination by at least a few days

• Stem cell transplant patients  
• TCT guidelines: wait at least 3 mos post-transplant
• Also consider degree of immune suppression after allogeneic transplantation

• Must not assume the same protection in cancer patients as reported for the 
general population

• We rely on the protection of the family and close contact for local herd immunity



Patient, caregiver and staff questions/barriers
• Have the vaccines been adequately tested?
• Are the vaccines really safe?
• Are they safe for me as an immune compromised patient?
• Is one vaccine better or safer than the others?
• If I’m about to have my chemo or my transplant, should I get 

vaccinated beforehand?
• If I’ve been vaccinated, why do I need to continue precautions?
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