
55 Words from the Division Director

Ted Johnson, MD, MPH

Summer brings a refreshing splash of new- and promoted!- medical

students and residents. Don't miss your chance to soak in the sunny

summer photos from SGIM where our faculty shined. Our educational,

research, and service missions don’t break for summer so dive into this

look through this newsletter and your email to stay up to date! 
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SGIM President's Podcast

Hosted by SGIM President Dr. Jada Bussey-Jones, the SGIM President’s

Podcast features insights from current and past Society of General Internal

Medicine Presidents and leaders. Recent episodes include:

Where Research Meets Patient Care in General Internal Medicine:  A
Conversation with Lee Goldman, MD, MPH
Camaraderie and Courage: Leading as a Woman in Medicine: A
Conversation with Barbara Turner, MD, MSEd. MACP
How Can We Enhance Medical Education? A Conversation with Robert
Centor, MD, MACP Professor Emeritus 

Click here for SGIM President's Podcast Episodes

 

SGIM, Emory, and SOM Resources

Check for direct messages on the SGIM All-Member Forum on GIM Connect.
Updates on federal government directives impacting Emory
Managing Difficult Times resources from Emory Faculty Staff Assistance Program
Zoom security guidelines and instructions
DOM and GIM logos, PowerPoint and poster templates, and email signature blocks

 

 

Save the date!
Upcoming Events and Opportunities

July–August: Abstract submissions open

August–September: Registration opens

Thursday, October 30: Research Day

More information on Research Day 2025

 

SGIM 2025!

SGIM Wrap-Up

 The Society of General Internal Medicine hosted their Annual Meeting in Hollywood, FL from May 14–17. This
year’s theme was From Ideas to Action: Catalyzing Change in Academic General Internal Medicine, focused on the
role of academic general internists in changing the healthcare landscape.

As SGIM President, Dr. Jada Bussey-Jones delivered this year's Presidential Address, "From Ideas to Action:
Turning Challenges into Change."

Under her leadership, Emory had one of the highest participation rates of presenters and leaders at this meeting.
Congratulations to the nine students and the multiple faculty who presented. Thank you for representing the
Department of Medicine and Emory! Dr. Sara Turbow and Dr. Maura George served on the program
committee and Dr. Danielle Jones and Dr. Marshall Fleurant continue to serve as SGIM Council members.

 

Emory Primary Care Consortium Awards

1525 Clifton - Achievement in Primary Care Innovation.  The PC team that
has developed and implemented breakthrough solutions to today's
problems

Dr. Rosette Chakkalakal: Achievement in Primary Care Research - Yearly
Contribution. Outstanding achievement over the year in Primary Care
research

Dr. Marshall Fleurant: Primary Care Advocacy Champion. Demonstrated
commitment and achievement in championing primary care scholarship,
research, clinical service, education, and outreach, especially to
underserved areas or communities.

Pam Hancock: Primary Care Outstanding Business or Clinical
Administrator: Exceptional achievement over the past year.

Dr. Jonathan Masor: Primary Care Career Achievement for Sustained
contributions to primary care throughout a 25 year or more career.

Dr. Dimple Shah: Outstanding Primary Care Leadership Award- Site Lead:
Exceptional leadership in the role as provider site lead for primary care

Dr. Mark Spencer: Primary Care Volunteerism - Community Connection
Award. Community Connection Award: An individual or unit within PC that
contributes in a manner that enhances the health and wellbeing of the
community

 

Happy Educator Appreciation Day 2025

In celebration of Educator Appreciation Day, the Recognitions Committee at Emory School of Medicine sent out a

call for nominations for educators across the school who go above and beyond the call of duty as teachers and

mentors. Emory educators were nominated by their peers and colleagues for their passion and skills to educate,

encourage and support scholars and learners across the university. The committee reviewed each nomination

and selected those who exemplify the outstanding faculty of the Emory School of Medicine. The quotes below

were taken from the nomination materials. Read more about these inspiring educators below and join us in

congratulating these faculty! Below are the honorees from the Division of General Internal Medicine.

Dr. Mikhail Akbashev knew early on that teaching would be core to his

career, and he has been recognized by learners at all levels for his

commitment, clarity, and engaging style of imparting information. He

prioritizes bedside learning and fosters autonomy in his residents and

students, encouraging them to base their plans on their own decision-

making, under his insightful guidance. Dr. Akbashev's learners view him as

relatable and a positive influence, as he is “deeply committed to the

mentorship and growth of everyone in the team” and “goes above and

beyond in community building and fostering a sense of closeness."

Dr. Katie Gielissen is a consummate educator. She has a med-ed

background, having done additional fellowship training to be an excellent

educator and education researcher prior to starting her academic career.

Dr. Gielissen started the first and only Med-Peds residency program in

Georgia and serves as program director. She is on national education

committees with the Society for General Internal Medicine and co-directs

their med ed scholarship for faculty development program. Locally, she

co-directs our Graduate Medical Education (GME)-wide med ed research

track and directs the med-peds interest group and medical student

elective for budding future physicians. Dr. Gielissen is a huge asset to the

community!

Dr. Tracey Henry is an exceptional clinical educator who tailors her

teaching to each learner’s needs. During a busy Grady ED shift, she paused

my presentation on hyponatremia, sketched a clear diagram on the spot,

and highlighted both my correct reasoning and misconceptions—without

a hint of embarrassment. Her patient, insightful feedback instantly

boosted my confidence and inspired me to address my knowledge gaps.

This in‐the‐moment teaching exemplifies Dr. Henry’s ability to transform

complex concepts into lasting understanding, making her an invaluable

mentor and teacher in any clinical setting.

Dr. Jennifer Lom is a dedicated teacher who creates a welcoming

learning environment and continuously strives to improve her teaching

skills. She has served as a faculty mentor to residents and medical

students since 2014, helping them build skills, determine career paths,

and reach their academic goals. Many of her learners recognize her as a

“phenomenal educator” who gave them the “autonomy to make effective

decisions and plans regarding patient care.” Her excellent rapport with her

teams of learners significantly benefits their learning experiences. Trainees

noted that she has an “amazing bedside manner” and was an impactful

role model in situations such as navigating challenging conversations,

“compassionately listening to a patient's family member about the

challenges of his loved one's illness journey.” This kind of modeling

creates a deep and lasting impact on all learners, helping them become

more empathetic in their care of patients.

Dr. Jed Mangal is a founding clinician on Grady Memorial Hospital’s

Medicine-Psychiatry Unit, where he recognizes the potential for

transformative learning. His teaching philosophy centers on education as

an active, evolving process shaped by direct experiences, reflective

appraisal, and social negotiation of knowledge. His overall goal is to

cultivate reflective, culturally competent healthcare providers and has

developed a senior medical student elective that encourages humility and

mutual respect with a focus on continuous learning and improvement. His

learners view him as an “exceptional supervising physician” who is

“extremely patient, supportive, and instructive with learners."

Dr. Emily Pinto-Taylor is a dynamic educator and mentor whose

influence spans institutions and learner levels. As Associate Program

Director for the new Med-Peds residency, she brings vision and

leadership. She co-leads a regional chief resident retreat for 60+ residents

across Emory and Morehouse and co-directs Aging Week, where she

revamped the end-of-life communication curriculum. A skilled teacher in

ambulatory palliative care, she offers cross-residency instruction and is

editing the first outpatient palliative care textbook. Through mentorship,

feedback workshops, and curriculum development, Dr. Pinto-Taylor

elevates education with energy, clarity, and compassion.

Dr. Eva Rimler exemplifies innovation and collaboration in medical

education. She teaches that success as a generalist lies in teamwork

among patients, staff, and learners. Known for fostering a safe, supportive

learning environment, she balances encouragement with high

expectations, helping trainees identify knowledge gaps and grow in

confidence. Learners consistently praise her as an inspiring teacher and

mentor who provides clinical guidance and career support. One trainee

shared that she “embodies both the empathy and professionalism that

define a dedicated and caring physician.”

Dr. Dheepa Sekar is a passionate and thoughtful medical educator who

mentors students and residents in educational scholarship, leads the Intro

to Medical Education elective, and serves as Associate Director of the IM

clerkship at Grady. She champions assessment strategies that promote

learning and uses simulation to identify skill gaps and tailor individualized

learning plans. A national presenter on feedback and narrative

evaluations, Dr. Sekar is also deeply committed to strengthening interest

in primary care by reimagining outpatient education. Her innovative and

learner-centered approach makes her an invaluable asset to the

educational mission at Emory.

Dr. Mark Spencer is one of Emory School of Medicine's outstanding

educators. His expertise, community partnerships, and passion have

established him as a leader in social justice and advocacy. Dr. Spencer's

focus on the criminal legal system and carceral health addresses critical,

often overlooked issues. He has taught in diverse settings including an

Internal Medicine Grand Rounds, developed a medical student curriculum,

and directs the Social Medicine Distinction for the Internal Medicine

residency. Dr. Spencer's students consistently give him excellent

evaluations, and he has mentored many in research. Lastly, Dr. Spencer's

community work and connections are unparalleled.

Dr. Natasha Travis is a compassionate, innovative educator whose

commitment to excellence in care and mentorship has earned her

recognition as one of Atlanta’s Top Docs. She cultivates an inclusive,

inquisitive learning environment across Grady’s Liver, Gender, and

Primary Care Clinics, with a strong focus on minority health and care

delivery innovation. Her mentees—ranging from undergraduates to

residents—describe her as a role model in both professionalism and

humanity. As an EMPACT mentor, she uplifts our students and embodies

the values of equity, excellence, and patient-centered care.

Dr. Colin Washington is a deeply impactful educator and mentor who

fosters cultural competence and compassionate care across all levels of

training. As Associate Program Director, M3 Clerkship Site Director at

Grady, and faculty advisor for the IM student interest group, he creates a

supportive, intellectually rich environment that inspires learners. Known

for modeling empathy, curiosity, and clear communication at the bedside,

he ensures every team member grows, regardless of training level.

Learners consistently describe him as “the best of the best,” recognizing

his commitment to both patients and education.

 

Schneider appointed Director of Community and Inclusive Culture

Please join us in congratulating Jason Schneider, MD, as the newly
appointed Director of Community and Inclusive Culture (DCIC) for Emory at
Grady.  

In this new role, Dr. Schneider will report to both the Executive Associate Dean for
Emory at Grady, Ravi Rajani MD, and the Associate Dean for Community
Engagement, Equity, and Inclusion, Sheryl Heron MD, MPH.  The DCIC serves as the
equity and inclusion champion for Emory at Grady, working with the Dean's Office
and Service Chiefs to develop initiatives to support and promote Emory at Grady as
an inclusive environment for our faculty, APPs, staff, learners, and the patients they
care for.  Initiatives at Emory@Grady will be strategically executed in conjunction
with the Office of Equity and Inclusion, in alignment with broader School of
Medicine and Emory University goals.

Dr. Schneider attended medical school at New York University, where clinical rotations at Bellevue Hospital
confirmed his commitment to the care of patients with limited access to healthcare.  He subsequently completed
his residency at Emory, with the bulk of his training occurring at Grady Memorial Hospital on the internal
medicine-primary care track.  Inspired by mentors, including Dr. Bill Branch, Dr. Schneider now has 25 years of
experience at Grady, and his commitment to institutional service is exemplary.  He is the founding chair of the
LGBTQ+ Faculty Affinity Group and serves on the School of Medicine's Diversity Council.  Dr. Schneider served as
an academic society faculty advisor for over ten years and previously was the Associate Program Director for the
J. Willis Hurst Internal Medicine Residency program from 2008-2017.  His continued commitment to Emory
resulted in him serving as the President of the University Senate in 2018.  Jason's consistent commitment to
advocacy, education, and clinical care made him a perfect choice for this important new role.

 

Emory at Grady Awards

Advocacy Award –  Dr. Maura George 

Community Impact Award – Dr. Sarah Koumtouzoua 

Excellence in Health Equity Research – Rising Star Award – Dr. Tiffany Walker

 

Recent Presentations

Dr. Kimberly Manning delivered a successful and impactful keynote
presentation at this year's American Thoracic Society (ATS) International
Conference on May 17 in San Francisco, CA. Dr. Manning had the
opportunity to kick off the conference with her presentation at the
meeting's Opening Ceremony. 

Stories are important,” said Kimberly Manning, MD, MACP, FAAP. “They
give hope and aspiration a place to live.” With thousands of ATS members
in attendance, Dr. Manning brought her own stories of gratitude,
resilience, and dedicated professionalism as the keynote speaker. Read
the full story here. 

DOM Resident Research Day featured a keynote presented by Dr. Sara
Turbow titled "From Scratch to Success: A Recipe for a Career in Research
& Medicine."

 

News and Media Appearances

Everyday Health | Black and Latina women are heavy users of
beauty products linked to cancer (Dr. Sharon Bergquist quoted)

Atlanta Community Press Collective | Opinion – The harms of poor
policy: The urgent need to end police pursuits (Dr. Mark Spencer
co-authored)

WAGA-TV 📺 | CDC urged to seek alternate measles treatment
(Dr. Neil Winawer interviewed)
WAGA-TV 📺 | FDA approves at-home cervical cancer screening
device (Dr. Neil Winawer interviewed) 
WAGA-TV 📺 | CDC revises vaccine recommendations for children
(Dr. Neil Winawer interviewed)

 

The scholarship corner is a space to share opportunities to help further the scholarship interests of our GIM

faculty! If you have any ideas of things to include please contact Dr. Saria Hassan, Associate Vice Chair for

Research!

GIM-wide Monthly Research & Scholarship Meeting

The June Research and Scholarship Meeting is cancelled due to the Emory University

observance of Juneteenth.

You can find recordings of the monthly GIM Research & Scholarship meetings on the GIM

Intranet, under Research Resources.

Call for your participation in the upcoming July Emory GIM-wide
Faculty Meeting

Session Title: SGIM Meeting Highlights and Next Steps

Session Date: Thursday, July 17, 12:30-1:30 pm

Session goal: to highlight work presented at SGIM and discuss ways of moving those presentations towards
scholarly publication

To participate, please submit your GIM Abstract to saria.hassan@emory.edu by June 20th.

You, along with several others, will be featured in the July meeting, where we will discuss how to advance your
work towards scholarly publication.

Session Format:

-Each faculty member provides a 3-minute highlight overview of your presentation at SGIM – this can be a
workshop, a poster, an oral presentation

-These highlights will be given to the entire group

-We will then move into breakout sessions to brainstorm what is needed to move the work towards publication.

-Each breakout will start with the facilitator providing general overarching comments on moving to publication.
We will then move to a discussion focused on each presenter (recognizing each piece of work is at a different
stage).

-Breakout groups will depend on submitted abstracts but can include workshops, medical/resident education
abstracts, workforce development abstracts, other research abstracts.

Corporate and Foundation Funding Opportunities

Review recording of session March 20th for additional details

Visit the Office of Corporate Relations website to visit for listing of opportunities: 

Feel free to reach out to persons from the Office of Corporate and Foundation Relations: OCFR@emory.edu;

Hazel Kim (hazel.kim@emory.edu); Sherry Ye (changtian.ye@emory.edu)

For development, clinical programs (Grateful Patients), please contact Ashley Michaud

(ashleymichaud@emory.edu)

 

Other research support

Please note that at this time we will not be able to continue our small project funding support or our support of

MPH student research assistants. Any opportunities for support that may arise through the AIM Center will be

communicated.

 

Recent Collaborative Faculty Publications

Dr. Eva Rimler, Dr.
Shelly-Ann Fluker, and
Dr. Dheepa Sekar
published Leveraging
Self-regulated Learning in
a Focused Direct-
Observation and
Feedback Model in the
Ambulatory Setting for
Improved Self-efficacy. J
Gen Intern Med

Dr. Pam Vohra-Khullar and Dr. Danielle Jones

published The Primary Care Exception Rule in Internal

Medicine Residency Clinic: Benefits, Disadvantages,

Best Practices, and Recommendations for Reform.

J Gen Intern Med 

 

Recent Faculty Publications

Dr. Iris Castro-Revoredo

Assessment of Glycemic Control Using Continuous Glucose Monitoring

During Hospitalization and After Discharge for Older Adults. 

J Diabetes Sci Technol 

Managing Diabetes in Older Adults: Current Approaches in Long-Term

Care Facilities.

Curr Diab Rep 

Dr. Rosette Chakkalakal

Risk of New-Onset Diabetes Before and During the COVID-19

Pandemic: A Real-World Cohort Study.

J Gen Intern Med

Dr. Katherine Gielissen

Procedural Entrustment Alignment Between Pediatric Residents and

Their Preceptors in the Pediatric Emergency Department.

Pediatr Emerg Care 

Dr. Saria Hassan

Food Security Dimensions in US Disaster Plans: A Comparative Analysis

of States and Territories.

Disaster Med Public Health Prep 

Dr. Ted Johnson

Genetic ancestry and population structure in the All of Us Research

Program cohort. Nat Commun 

Dr. Lesley Miller

Childhood Household Dysfunction and Low Household Income

Associate with Increased Risk of Cirrhosis in Adults.

Clin Gastroenterol Hepatol

Dr. Jennifer Swails

Student Expectations and Outcomes in Virtual vs. In-Person

Interprofessional Simulations: A Qualitative Analysis.

Nurs Rep 

Dr. Antoine Trammell

Proceedings of the Alzheimer's Diagnosis in Older Adults With Chronic

Conditions Network Inaugural Annual Conference.

J Gerontol A Biol Sci Med Sci 

Dr. Sara Turbow

Sustained Monomorphic Ventricular Tachycardia Accurately Detected

by Wearable Technology.

JACC Case Rep 

 

You are receiving this email because you are faculty or staff in the Emory
School of Medicine Division of General Internal Medicine.
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